
Welcome to the first edition of 

our brand new World Youth Day 
newsletter, Spanish Steps. We hope to 
bring you news and information as we 
journey together on the road to Madrid. 
Weõll be looking for articles, jokes,  
recipes, cartoons, etc from you too, so 
please get in touch. WE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM YOU! 

Young people from across the dio-

cese have signed up for òa trip of a life-
timeó. So far 63 young people, 18 team 
leaders and 10 Chaplains have commit-
ted themselves to representing the  
diocese at the 26th World Youth Day 
in Madrid and Salamanca in August 
2011. There are still 20 places available. 

Since the mid eighties the Diocese of 
Arundel and Brighton has taken groups 
of young people to various cities 
around the world as part of the  
tri-annual World Youth Day event. 
Since 1986 WYD has been held in the 
continents of The Americas, Asia, 
Europe and Australasia. Inspired by the 
late Pope John Paul II, more than 10 
million young people have experienced 
the excitement and the spectacle of this 
great festival of Christian Youth.  

Between 10th and 22nd August next 
year our diocesan pilgrims will spend 5 
nights with local families in the diocese 
of Salamanca, about 3 hours west of 
Madrid. They will then spend 7 nights 
in the capital. 
Over this period 
the group will 
experience the 
sights, sounds 
and culture of 
firstly the local 
church commu-
nities with litur-
gical, social and community service 
activities, followed by the larger gather-
ings in Madrid of Catechesis, Mass and  
numerous youth festival events. The 
whole 12 days culminates in a 24-hour 
vigil under the stars (hopefully!).  
During the second week Pope Benedict 
XVI will attend WYD and speak to an 
estimated 2 million young people from 
about 160 countries. If you would like 
to be there with the diocese you can 
download an application pack at 
www.yaab.co.uk or email your request 
for a pack to lucy.jardine@dabnet.org.  

Hurry, as the deadline is August 1st. 

Ray MooneyñYouth Adviser 

WORLD YOUTH DAY MADRID  2011 
SIGN UP BEGINS! 

The weather in Spain 
falls mainly on the 
plain... Or not! 
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WYD AND  ME!  A PERSONAL TESTIMONY  
SYDNEY  WYD2008, BY SHAUN  K IERNAN  

The world youth day in 2008 in  

Australia was a fantastic experi-

ence, it was an opportunity to ex-

plore my faith and meet other like-

minded individuals. I was very 

15°C/6°C 

Madrid 

Tuesday 18th May 

nervous embarking on my first pilgrimage 

but as soon as we got there I felt right at 

home as everyone on the pilgrimage 

was so friendly and inviting. The fam-

ily that I spent my  time with [Diocese 

of  Maitland and Newcastle] 

                                é...contõd on page 2                                       
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A key element of a successful pil-
grimage is a well-prepared leader-
ship team. In the Spring of 2009 a 
call went out to all members of the 
diocese, inviting people to put 
themselves forward for selection as 
a volunteer team leader for Madrid 
2011. Applicants had to be over 18 
by August 2011 and interested in 
working with young people. 

A total of 40 applications were re-
ceived. Prospective leaders met in 
May, September and December 
2009, working through a variety of 
role-play situations and problem-
solving scenarios. 
In January 2010 the selected leaders 
met to establish a way forward and 
timetable, closely looking at areas in 
which individual leaders felt they 

would bene-
fit from 
extra 
knowledge 
and training.  
Key areas were safe-
guarding, ability to lead prayer sessions, 
understanding their roles and responsi-
bilities, and, in general, being aware of 
anything that the preparation time and 
events of WYD itself could throw at 
them! 

LEADERSHIP D ISCERNMENT DAYS 

MEET THE LEADERS SO FARñ IN  NO  PARTICULAR ORDER! 

Lumpur, the former USSR, 
Newcastle and Disney Land.  
Simon Fitzgerald lives in 
Woking, is currently studying 
at the University of Liverpool 
and is very excited to lead for 
the first time! 
Catherine Simon lives in 
Weybridge, is currently in 
her second year of studying 
theology, went to WYD in 
Sydney in 2008 and loved it!  

Peter Lynch is a planning 
and development surveyor 
from the Parish of Egham. I 
was part of the A&B pilgrim-
age to WYD2002 in Toronto 
(an amazing experience) and 
looking forward to 
WYD2011 in Madrid.  
     More profiles of our other 
leaders will follow in future 
editions, but for now they 
are: Debs Puttick, Chris 
Emms, Theresa Rudley, 
David Anderson, Joel Basson 
Amy Sheppard and Angela 
Brennan. 

veteran of WYD (three as a 
participant, two as a leader), 
is a teacher, lives in the dio-
cese  and has been to Lourdes 
more times than the Virgin 
Mary!!! OH! very important: 
he likes silly songs and all 
thing Oxford.  
Hannah Corcoran lives in 
Redhill and is currently on a 
break from completing a PhD 
in Civil Engineering at 
Queen's University, Belfast. 
Went to WYD in Toronto 
and Cologne and can't wait to 
make it a WYD hat trick! 
John Watts is 22 years old 
and is in training for priest-
hood, and I think that is rock 
and roll. I cannot wait to ex-
perience another World 

Youth Day. 
Ric Slatter lives in Brighton. 
I am very excited as I have 
never been to Madrid. Ma-
drid is just one of the places I 
have never been; the others 
include Cape town, Kuala 

Jack Regan lives in Brigh-
ton, works at St Wifrids in 
Crawley, is a leader with the 
Redshirts in Lourdes and 
went to WYD with another 
diocese (!) in 2005. 
Bernadeta Tobiasiewicz 
lives in Purley, is completing 
her A-levels with the hope of 
going to Nottingham next 
year. It will be her first time 
to WYD, but has been to 
Lourdes as a Redshirt and a 
Helper. 
James Loveder lives in 
Guildford and is a student at 
the University of Birming-
ham. Went with A&B to 
WYD 2008 and canõt wait to 
experience it all over again! 
Robyn Gregory lives in 
Egham and currently works 
for the National Trust in 
Berkshire. She volunteered at 
WYD 2008 as she was living 
in Sydney at the time, and 
can't wait for WYD 2011!  
Sean Cahill is a grizzled 
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òOUR AIM  IS 

TO  BE THE 

BEST LEADERS 
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ENSURING 

THAT  THE 

PILGRIMS HAVE 

THE BEST TIME 

THEY POSSIBLY 

CANó 
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was lovely and could not have accommodated  me any better, I learned a lot not only about my faith in the time spent with them 

but their culture and way of living too. When we got back to Sydney for the world youth day week I was overwhelmed with the 

size of the pilgrimage, we got to meet many other young Catholics from all over the world and share in our experiences of God. 

The world youth day for me was incredible; I met some great people and made some good friends as well as strengthening my faith 

with God. The world youth day in Australia was a memorable one and one that I will never forget, I canõt thank Ray and the team 

enough. I canõt wait to share this experience again with others at the next world youth day in 2011.  

Shaun is a currently a student at the University of West of England, Bristol. 

Donõt forgetñ this is YOUR newsletter, so your contributions are always welcome. 

CC photo credit pedrosmoes7 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/pedrosimoes7/1301014184/


Salamanca is in the central area of Spain, 
212 kilometres north west from the capi-
tal, Madrid. It is known as "La Ciudad 
Dorada", or "Golden City", because of 
the golden glow of its sandstone buildings, 
particularly at dusk. Itõs beautiful! Itõs an 
incredibly old city, founded in pre-Roman 
times by an ancient Celtic tribe. Its his-
toric centre has been designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

ABOUT  SALAMANCA  

The first part of the World Youth 
Day pilgrimage is traditionally 
spent in a diocese outside the city 
where the main events are held.  

The Days in the Diocese began in 
1997, when the WYD was held in 
Paris. The church in France de-
cided to promote these meetings 
as a way to facilitate the pastoral 
activities among the youth in the 
dioceses of France. As a conse-
quence, all of France welcomed 
the pilgrims coming from coun-
tries from around the world, in 
order to inspire the French youth 
to attend the WYD.  

In January, Ray, Fr David Par-
miter, Fr Daryl George and Lucy 
headed out to Spain to visit some 
potential dioceses, including Sala-
manca to the west of Madrid, and 

Vitoria to the north, near Bilbao.  

Salamanca has won the day, and 
we are delighted to be heading to 
this wonderful, old university city 

for our Days in the Diocese. Raúl 
Izquierdo, the Logistics Director 
for the Days in the Diocese in 
Salamanca, expressed his excite-
ment at us coming to visit, and 
welcomed us warmly, assuring us 
that we shall be welcomed as part 
of the family of Christ.  

The Diocese of Salamanca has 
been preparing for some time 
now to welcome pilgrims for 
WYD. Other than our diocese, 
pilgrims from France, other Span-
ish speaking nations and Germany 
are expected to go to Salamanca 
for their Days in the Diocese, 

totaling around 3,000 pilgrims. 
Itõll be a taste of things to come 
once we get to Madrid! 

For any Spanish speakers among 
you, click here to take a look at 
their website. 

D AYS IN  THE DIOCESEñSALAMANCA  
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D ID  YOU  

KNOW ? 
 

The tribal inhabitants, 
some 400 years BC, had 
a God called "Helman" 
so the name of their 
settlement became 
"Helmantica", 
which was the name used 
by the Romans. Helman 
became Helmantica, 
which became 
Salmantica, which 
became é Salamanca! 

Some say however that 
the name came from a 
famous Greek historian 
Salmantica who lived in 
the town. WHO 
KNOWS! 

To reach the old town, which is 
mostly pedestrianised, you have to 
cross a long, wide Roman Bridge as, 
like most cities, Salamanca lies on a 
river, the Tormes. 

Salamanca has not just one, but two 
cathedrals, built next to each other: 
the New Cathedral "La Nueva" and 
the Old Cathedral òLa Vieja". Weõll 
be celebrating Mass here during our 
Days in the Diocese. 

 

CC  Lancastermerrin88 

CC  Sieho 

http://www.diocesisdesalamanca.com/415.0.html
http://search.creativecommons.org/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Lancastermerrin88
http://search.creativecommons.org/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/seiho/2244411794/
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This is YOUR section! 

Weõd love to publicise your fundraising 
events. Please do get in touch and let us 
know what youõre up to. 

So far weõve heard about fundraising 
dinners, raffles, car washes  and  
Christmas services. At the Youth Office 
a lottery was held, raising central funds 
so we can keep costs to you as low as we 
can. The Mayor of Crawley came to 
draw the winning ticket!  

Other ideas could include: race nights, 
coffee mornings, car washes, talent 
nights and cake stalls. 

We shall be organising a sponsored walk 
in the Autumné watch this space! 

FOCUS ON YOU  

onions and garlic and cook until the 
potatoes are tender. Drain into a 
colander, leaving about 3 table-
spoons of oil in the frying pan. 
           Meanwhile, in a large bowl, 
whisk the eggs with a pinch of salt. 
Add the potatoes and stir to coat. 
Add to the very hot oil in the frying 
pan, spreading them evenly to  
cover the base of the pan. Reduce 
the heat to medium and continue to 
cook, shaking the pan frequently, 
until the mixture is half set. 
           Use a plate or pan lid to 
cover the frying pan and turn the 
omelette upside down. Add 1 table-
spoon of oil to the pan and slide the 
omelette back into the pan on its 
uncooked side. Cook until com-
pletely set. Cool and then cut into 
wedges. Season with salt and sprin-
kle with lemon juice (optional)  
                                     Lucy Jardine 

The Tortilla de Patatas, or potato ome-
lette, is one of the best known dishes 
in Spain. It is often served as a tapa, or  
snack, but also as a light dinner. It is 
often used to make a bocadillo or  
sandwich, putting a wedge between 
two slices of  bread.  

INGREDIENTS 
These are all approximateñitõs not an 
exact science... 
1/2 pint of olive oil (sounds like a lot, 

but you drain most of it off!) 
5 medium potatoes, peeled, sliced 
        and lightly sprinkled with salt 
1 onion (Spanish ideally!), thinly sliced 
3 cloves finely chopped garlic 
5  eggs 

PREPARATION 
Top Tip: Use a NON-STICK frying 
pan (I didnõt, can you tell from the 
photo?!) 
         Heat the olive oil in a medium-
sized frying pan and add the potato 
slices. Try to avoid them sticking to-
gether. Cook, turning occasionally, on  
medium heat for 5 minutes. Add the  

As many of you will know, the Spanish Steps 
are in Rome, NOT Spain! They lead from the 
Piazza de Spagna (Spanish Square) at the bot-
tom (named such because the Spanish embassy 
is on the square), to the Trinitá  dei Monti 
Church at the top. 

However, it seems somehow fitting to use this 
as a title for our newsletter. World Youth Days 
started in Rome in 1984, when Pope John Paul 
II invited  young people to come to Rome to 
meet him and each other, and to celebrate their 
faith. We have accepted this invitation and, for 
us, this journey will culminate next year in 
Madrid. We shall literally be taking our 
ôSpanish stepsõ as we progress along our own 
spiritual journeys on the road to Madrid.  

 

SO  WHY  ôSPANISH STEPSõ? 
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